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5400 HULMEVILLE ROAD BENSALEM, PA 19020

RECTORY: 215-245-1698  SCHOOL: 215-639-9488 SCHOOL WEBSITE: SAINTEPHREMSCHOOL.COM
PARISH WEBSITE: WWW .STEPHREM.COM PARISH EMAIL: STEPHREM19020@GMAIL.COM

RECTORY HOURS: Monday through Saturday 9:00 am.-4:00 p.m.

MASS SCHEDULE
Vlgll Saturday 5:00PM (live streamed on YouTube) Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10230, 12:00PM, 4:00PM
Daily: 7:00 & 8:30 AM Saturday: 8:30 AM only

BAPTISMS: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month after 12 noon Mass. Call rectory to confirm.

WEDDINGS: Call the rectory to reserve your wedding & rehearsal at least 6 months prior to
your desired date to begin the Marriage preparation.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & HOMEBOUND: Call St. Mary Jane or the Rectory to
arrange communion to the sick & homebound as well as the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays: 4:00 to 4:45 PM  Confessions on Wednesdays after the 8:30 AM Mass.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Tuesdays 9:00 AM until 8:00 PM in the Convent Chapel.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: Weekly during 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass

PARISH REGISTRATION: A new parishioner may register in the parish by speaking with one of the priests in
the lobby of the church after one of the Sunday Masses or by calling a priest for an appointment. (215-245-1698).

PARISH STAFF
Sister Shaun Thomas Callahan, I.H.M., Principal

, Sister Mary Jane Bransfield .H.M., 215-639-4332
Pastoral Minister to the Sick & Elderly

Ms. Shannon Donnelly, 215-639-4895, C.R.E., P.R.E.P.
Mr. Keith Tomson, 215-245-1698, Business Manager

Mr. Ronald Chancler, 267-679-6638
Liturgy and Music Coordinator

Rev. Michael G. Speziale, Pastor

Rev. Msgr. Kenneth P. McAteer, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Stephen F. Katziner, Parochial Vicar

Rev. Timothy F. O’Sullivan, Parochial Vicar

Deacon James P. DeBow, Permanent Deacon

Deacon Edward J. Dymek, Retired Permanent Deacon




Saint Ephrem Church

Bensalem, Pennsylvania

December 3, 2023

Sunday, December 3~ First Sunday of Advent

7:30 Brian Clark
9:00 Paul Arevalo
10:30  Allen Riggleman

12 noon Santiago Buella, 10th Anniversary
4:00 pm James Callery

Monday, December 4
7:00 Marie Ranalli
8:30 Richard Haggerty

Tuesday, December 5
7:00 George Cyhan
8:30 Nancy Beams Bachny

Wednesday, December 6
7:00 Mary Nguyen

8:30 Michael Acquaviva
Thursday, December 7
7:00 Rosemarie Salamone

8:30 Patricinio Nagal
5:00 pm Adelheid Barabyas

Friday, December 8

7:00 Elizabeth A. Junod

8:30 Eugene Rothenberg, 77th Birthday
7:00 pm For the Saponara Family

Safurday, December 9
8:30 am Paul Mooney

5:00 pm Nicholas Pawlowski
Sunday, December 10~ Second Sunday of Advent

7:30 Thank you Jesus for Ben & Bim’s Safe Journey
9:00 Dolores & Anthony Mignogna
10:30  For the St. Ephrem Parish Family

12 noon Fr. Francis A. Sirolli O.S.A.
4:00 pm For All the Souls of the Buella Family

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK PARISHIONERS,
FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Bruce Kniffin Fran Sliwinski Gilberta Rocha
Albert Cieplicki Bob Butler Charlie Takita
Carol Higgins Rose Schwegler Joe Waters

Dawn Whallen Scott Lehman Steven Infante
Cole Canning Bunny Kimo William Wiese
Edward Manzo IV Jim Serfass Ann Higgins

Marie Greway Donna Young Bob Cummins

Michael McGovern | Christine Mocarski E.J. Richmond

Joe Evans Beverly Blair John Wiese

Sister Leonora Juliani | Thomas Balmater Tom Collins

John Mack Harper Corrigan Emily Gindele
Kimberly Pastor | Michael Christmann T.J. Collins
Tom Zmigrodski Rose Ancharski Vincent Chalela

Marita Kelly Joshua & Eva Kusinski | Genevieve Rynkiewicz

Catherine, Samuel P.
& Samuel Gabriele

Baby Isabella

Dennis Haug Catherine Luszczak

Jackie Carolan Celeste Kirk Patricia McGovern
Charles Sanford Ann Golden Kass Quinn
Craig Cummons Diane Wood Touria Najibi
Lucas, Tadeusz & Sophia Mary Claire Elizabeth

Kazimiera Gratkowski Wilkinson Wilkinson
Baptisms

: Baptisms are held the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month :

¢ right after the 12 noon Mass. Please contact one of the
priests to make arrangements. Parents must attend a

: Pre-Jordan class prior to their child's Baptism. Pre-Jordan s :

: held the 1st Monday of each month at 7:00 PM in Church. :

Pre-registration for Pre-Jordan is required.
Register for Pre-Jordan by calling 215-245-1698.

Welcome Our Newly Baptized Members!

Instagram
@stephremcatholic

@)
f,
=

Facebook
Saint Ephrem Catholic, Bensalem, PA

YouTube
Saint Ephrem Bensalem

Lexi Jo Selser~ Daughter of Dana & John
Adrian Matos~ Son of Brianna & Thomas
Michael Joseph Volpe~ Son of Emma & Eric

Holy
___Baptism
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What’s Going on This Week at St. Ephrem!

Bingo at St. Ephrem!

Bingo is played every Sunday
at 7:00pm in the cafeteria!
Doors open at 5:00pm!

1475405175 Admission is $10.
Q23376070 Adults 18+ only.

Time to socialize and enjoy good people,
food, and FUN!

Altar Server Schedule

Saturday Evening (December 9)

5:00 pm Gigi Breznitsky, Abigail Roberto
Sunday (December 10)

7:30 am Lorenzo Jacoby, Orla Jacoby

9:00 am Brooklyn Alessandroni, Abigail Viola
10:30am Laura Burns, Mackenzie Huggard

12 Noon Nicholas Bretzel, Sean DiEugenio
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Collection Corner

In addition to the Sunday Envelope collection,
Online Giving has been growing as an important
component of Church support.

2023-2024 Sunday Envelope & Online Giving Budget
Goal: $1,000,000

Sunday Envelope & Online Budget Goal: $19,230.00
Weekend of 11/18 & 11/19 Envelope & Online Actual: $20,245.00
Surplus or (Shortfall): +$1,015.00
Signing up for online giving is easy. If you are
interested in Online Giving, please visit our website
http://www.stephrem.com and select the Give tab.

Thank you, Fr. Mike

; Y]
School Spotlight '€’

Our SEC students
are celebrating
the beginning
of Advent!
They are happily
preparing their
hearts for Jesus
during this
blessed season!
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A Message from Fr. Mike: "Immaculate Conception Holy Day, Boy Scout Sunday & Giving Tree 2023"

Friends,
Before I get into my pastor message, a couple friendly reminders! Happy 1st Sunday of Advent! Time is flying!

*Immaculate Conception is this week - a Holy Day!
Mass times: Thursday, December 7th at 5:00pm (vigil)
Friday, December 8th - 7:00am, 8:30am, 9:45am, 7:00pm

**Holey Donut Social this Sunday after 7:30am, 9am, & 10:30am Masses- stop by for free Styer's Donuts & A & S
Bagels, juice, coffee, & mingle!

l Today at the 10:30am Mass is our annual Boy Scout Mass! The scouts with their leaders
will process into church, do the readings, serve, & have a special part in the Mass. The
Q’/ i \’9 scouts will come to mingle at the Holey Donut Social afterwards. Consider your little ones
A=) to be future boy scouts. We host 2 groups each week & they are very friendly & helpful to
the local community & learn life skills & love of God & country. Scout's Honor!

Prepared. For Life.

Lastly, I'm very happy that we have teamed up with Livengrin Rehabilitation
Center up the street for the 2nd straight year to donate toys for Christmas! Our
Giving Tree will be a combination of requests & general toys for an age group.
We have adopted 47 children - 16 babies between the ages of newborn - 2 years
old & 31 teens between the ages of 13-18 years old. Take a tag on the tree

and please return the toys unwrapped by Tuesday, December 19th at 12 noon in
our church lobby. The parents of the children at Livengrin will have a gift
wrapping party on Wednesday, December 20th so they can surprise their kids V
when they come see them for a visit on Christmas. Thank you for your kindness

and generosity!

God bless!
Fr. Mike

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY

As we prepare our hearts for the Advent season, we are asked to continue to remember the less fortunate at this
time. If you are able, please consider reaching out to others who are in need.

The annual CHRISTMAS OUTREACH assists families from St. Ephrem’s Parish who in need of help with
providing a Happy Christmas for their families.

In your generosity we are asking you to donate GIFT CARDS from your choice from the following stores: GIANT,
ACME, SHOP RITE, WAL-MART, KOHL’S, TARGET, & AMAZON.

Gift cards are a good choice. Food gift cards provide needed money for family dinners and the other store gift cards
assist parents in purchasing needed clothing, etc.

Please drop all gift cards off at the rectory or in the collection basket only. Please mark the envelope
“CHRISTMASOUTREACH?” Donations are requested ASAP so we can deliver to the families in sufficient time for
shopping for their needs.

If you are in need of help, or know someone who is in need please contact Sr. Mary Jane — e * "X
215-639-4332. Our parish family is quite generous and our hope is to make available ¢ 7 L
resources for our own parish family who might be in need at this critical time and only then + +

to offer resources to others who call for assistance.

Thank you for your Generosity and God bless you!
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REMEMBERING OUR NEIGHBORS IN NURSING HOMES AND

HOSPITALS - WITH A CHRISTMAS CARD

Please drop a Christmas card in the box in the vestibule of
the church. The box is marked "CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR
OUR NEIGHBORS IN NURSING HOMES AND HOSPITALS."
You can write a short message on the card, for example,
“Thinking of you at Christmas”, “God bless you”, Merry
Christmas”, or another message. Please sign your first name
st name is optional). Volunteers will put the names of the
patients on the envelopes.

o not include any monetary gifts or gift cards.
htful cards will brighten their holidays.

Thank you!

This & That
(Fr. S. Katziner)

The Time is Now
If you are ever going to love me,
Love me now, while I can know
The sweet and tender feelings
Which from true affection flow.
Do not wait until I'm gone
And then have it chiseled in marble,
Sweet words on ice-cold stone.
If you have tender thoughts of me
Please tell me now.

If you wait until I am sleeping,
Never to awaken,
There will be death between us,
And I won’t hear you then.
So, if you love me, even a little bit,
Let me know while I am living
So I can treasure it.

Author Unknown

Found on Dorothy Sadler’s refrigerstor
Dorothy was buried oat St. Ephrem on 9/17/05.
May she rest in peace.

Bethlehem Olive Wood Arts Coming To Our Church

Christian Carvings & Statues
Handcrafted Olive Art Straight from The Holy Land to

| BEST I

Advent

| EVER l

Dive into the Greatest Story

Ever Told this Advent

Sign up today at
DynamicCatholic.com/Advent.html

Our Parish
A representative from the Bethlehem olive wood arts factory
from the Holy Land will be present after all masses on
December 9 & 10, to sell hand-crafted olive wood art pieces.
Olive wood itens are made of authentic olive trees from
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus Christ.

Take advantage of this opportunity to find a unique and
beautiful gift for yourself or someone you love this Christmas.
Everything is hand-crafted and all proceeds will benefit
Christian families in the Holy Land.

Made by Christian Hands, Loved By Christian Hearts

Got Baskets?

The 25th Anniversary Chance & Auction
committee is in need of empty baskets to help

with our fundraiser in April 2024.

We are looking to create 70-80 raffle baskets, and
would greatly appreciate any donations that

4

would assist in that effort.

If you have any baskets that you’re willing to
donate to the church for this purpose, please
drop them off at the at the SCRIP Office during
normal business hours. Thank you!
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MAGGIE VELEK

P : oy
No Nonsense Just Results /K Erie %WM"/S/ jWM %IM/&

g: {v M:ex Realty m %UIE)S-LI‘!IE?NI[}CG Family Owned and Operated Since 1939
ices

LIFE « BUSINESS
Cell-215-805-1611

9708 Frankford Ave. 1514 Woodbourne Rd. 1428 E. Columbia Ave.

5P Office-215-245-2100 w Stephen Gannon Phila., PA 19114 Levittown, PA 19057 Phila., PA 19125
Parishioner maggiev(@maggievelek.net THe GANNON INsuRANCE AGENCY FPouth of Grant Ave) Wertto fof CHl Ui Frrkdord A
215-637-1414 215-547-3040 215-634-6858
It's a sellers’ market and inventory is needed! Be gzzgigtrszl%ggg Gerard | Burns, Supv. — Lisa Burns Campbel, Supv. - Joseph J. Burns, Supv.
If you are wondering what your home is worth in this ’
market, call me for a free evaluation right away! (215) 891-9990 www.burnsfuneralhome.com
Allbrook Plumbing Company STOKES MASON RY : :
www.AllbrookPlumbing.com CONCRETE
. -4 %
O oy Savna Soone " [BRICK & BLOCK WORK : _ n Bz
ALLBROOK 2152907879 - Bensslem, pa | BRICK PAVERS : e
PALIcHRCC508 * PA HIC#118447 750-3356 5 PO H SO RS &

Hoffmann Meyers Givnish Funeral Home

=]z,

i

2023 Memorial Tree Service

The staff and families of the
Hoffmann Meyers Givnish Funeral Home invite you
to share in our first annual Memorial Tree Service
on Tuesday, December 5, 2023 at 7:00 PM.

Families who have lost a loved one in recent years will be
given the opportunity to place an ornamental dove, Kyle P ]ennings
which carries the name of your loved one, on the tree in Wealth Advisor

. ®
recognition of those that have passed away. “Specializes in accumulating, perserving, c G 1 h o I I c I I I q tc h

enjoying, and transferring wealth”

Please RSV_P_by f:alling (215) 638-1147 P: 215-657-8600 :
or emailing info@hmgfh.com C: 267-322-0566 P '=1alp Syl \Yielalle

We are honored to serve as a Toys for Tots Drop Off Location i :
Please drop off a new, unwrapped toy to our home during this holiday kjennings@retire-yes.com
season to help bring the joy of Christmas to those less fortunate. www.retire-yes.com CatholicMatch.com/date PA

Two Locations: ~QOuwned and Operated by the Sarappo Family since 2005~

3328 Bristol Road * Bensalem, PA 19020 10% OFF $23.99
215-639-3939 Any Catering Order Two 16inch Pizzas & 2 Liter Soda

304 Bristol Pike (Croydon Shopping Center) Croydon PA W 27
215-788-2848
PIZZA

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Order online: WWW.sarappospizza.com e

Q. . . sArm q
% (ﬁ;%éﬁﬁ Macl,lggéaﬁ;n | = S e B 1909 Meadowbrook R.
b GIVNISH LY P l““’s Feasterville PA 19053

Youk bout R, United Together In The
ou know about our Reputation, Fight Adainst Bullving...
Services & Facilities. 'ght Against Bu’lying

1000 Easton Road
Willow Grove, PA 19090

»

A

PIZZA

SRR et B AT

~available at either location~

Residential & Commercial

. Don't Just Teach Kindness...
Now, know us for Affordability. I B E K | N D N E S S |
J .4 5 0

Funerals from | &} www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org
It's easy to join our mailing list!

Just send your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY
to 22828 to get started.

$195/Month

1-800-GIVNISH
www.lifecelebration.com

basement waterproofing

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Setvice

% * B-A-S-E- French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation
* Before & After School Explorers
All Work Guaranteed
A Keystone STAR 4 Program serving Bensalem since 1994. Also, we have a fun-filled full day
Summer Camp for K-7th graders, held at Valley Elementary.
website: D@NSalembase.com i basestar4@gmail.com H
o Office: 3075 Byberry Road, Ste. 102 Bensalem 215-244-4014 9 www-morga|'|basementwaterprOOflng-com

Before & after care for elementary-age children provided in the Bensalem School District.
215-639-8500
WE ARE HIRING! We are looking for warm, energetic staff to work with elementary age children in a fun, enriching environment.
099 St. Ephrem, Bensalem, PA (3) John Patrick Publishing Company Inc. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net




----------------- AVAILABLE 24/7

I P AT RI C K J F O Y 1 | Residential/Commercial M;ry Cze;howski

Install Design,

| (215)281-9656 15

| &Malnten ¢ -
; Interior & Exterior Painting | Al ’ diods

I Wallpapering & Scraping | VI n%"ép

: Pressure Washing
IFREE Estimates *Honest & Rellablel HVAC -RE GERATION

................. MechanicalMonsterHVAC.com
Dan Shurdich Office: (215) 752-0560 — —

AO/[\jvnher el Fax: (215) 752-0561 2200 TRENTON ROAD
ember of Paris Cell (267) 228-5718
S@@m | _JLEVITTOWN, PA 19056
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS o

Adjusting Your Insurance Claims Is Our Top Priority! www.dougher tyfuneralhome.com=-" :

2436 Bristol Road * Bensalem | www.SummitPublicAdjusters.com 21 5 943 7240 Since 1972
Residential & Commercial * Serving all of PA and NJ « Licensed and Bonded by the Insurance Department )~ - Kathryn E. Morales, S
215-639-3130 Family owned & operated | I .. Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!

Since 1898 PN ALS URIONROOFING
Roofing Repair & Maint
M O/ DISCOUNT ON
GUTTERS, SIDING, WINDOWS, SKYLIGHTS o

267-243-8039 B U R IAI. S PAC E*

www.AlsRoofing.org

864 Bristol Pike (Rt. 13) * Bensalem, PA 19020
Joan Fluehr, Owner « Robert J. Mahan, Supervisor
Only location in Bucks County 215.302.9379 RESURRECTION
Pre-Arranged Funerals * Traditional Funerals
Crematory on Premises

*Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery. See location
manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5% down payment required. Cannot be
combined with other offers. Excludes prior purchases. Vault and Opening and Closing required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family.

www.fluehrfh.com
tFAMI OWNED & OPERATED FOR 45 YEA1_{_§J Welcome

to Our Church! American
Red Cross

D)

kE “;u‘\l ARy

Make a Difference in Your Community

Fq:ll{ﬁsf:\‘fc:fflI{e:ﬂfueslﬁr‘ff%ﬂﬁk VO LU N T E E R

Homemade Meals ¢ Catering In-StorelBakery

Seasonal Garden Center * Weekly Deals ¢ H{)Iiday Dinners with the American Red Cross
2450 Bristol Pike /
Bensalem, PA 19020 www.LousFarmMart.com Y i d Nol

: oin today at redcross.org/Volunteer

Neighboring Parishioner pbs

RETHINK

$3500ff

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

WATERPROOFING SOLUTIONS

DEBUILD
2f]9|<f BASEMENT

p e BRI FOUNDATION REPAIR

; y
COMMMUAITY can ooercome anyioing

« FREE in home evaluations

1.888.900.8883 F R E Eoownomn MOLD REMEDIATION
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com :
1-888-5DRY-TECH

www.DryTechCorp.com
099 St. Ephrem, Bensalem, PA (1) John Patrick Publishing Company Inc. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net




In Business Since 1945

PRE-ARRANGED FUNERALS 2207 Bristol Pike (at Simons Ave.) Bensalem, PA  www.tomlinsonfh.com

—
g Hardsca

qi t_G'r,(')unds‘Management

GO

TOMLINSON FUNERAL HOME, PC.

Robert M. Tomlinson, Supervisor

639-0422

Gregory Dental Associates, P.C.

Christina A. Gregory, DMD
Archdiocesan Member

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry
2218 Bristol Pike + Bensalem, PA 19020

pmg Landscape Design

Kf_ C 1()
Family

215-752-9080
Plumbing ¢ Heating
Oil Burner Service

Pharmacy

i v

' Copstructionp

211 5-431-4195

wwwiTheGrassGroomers:com

www.keseifert.com

215-639-6133

hristopher Memorials
amily Owned & Operated Since 1915

SEANIMCDONALD KYLE ARMSTRONG

Owner, Parishioner, CYO Couch Owner, Parishioner Cemetery Monuments
= mm B A Pharmacy that cares for you! Markers & Mausoleums
& o= On Site Lettering & Cleaning

2217 Bristol Pike - Suite 2
Bensalem, PA 19020
tel 215.639.6680

www.ricciofamilypharmacy.com

Charles DeChristopher, Jr.
5004 Hulmeville Road
Bensalem, PA 19020

(215) 638-9004

charles@dechristopherbros.com

1 hG p

For ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS *1
3 o\© \\

W

Free Delivery g www.dechristopherbros.com
KELLER We Accept Scrip NAMI O'Ifs E&é%h& County

If you or someone you know struggles with Depression, Bipolar Disorder, OCD,
Anxiety, PTSD, Schizophrenia, BPD, Co-occuring mental illness and substance abuse

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU! I,I ﬂ m I

* Attend Our FREE Support Groups and/or Forums
Mational Alliance on Merdal lliness

Joe Cunningham
Associate Broker

215-327-1776 (cell)

joecsellsne@gmail.com : o T E—
Diocese Memben 86 99-NA 6264

Customer Loyalty Program

*Take Our FREE Education Classes
(Starting in the Fall)

Parishioner

Keller Williams Real Estate
1917 Welsh Rd.
Philadelphia, PA 19115

MASONR James O. Bradley Funeral Home Inc. S RYNER
* Brick CHEVROLET

« Conerete ~ FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED ~ dy B

* Complete Chimney Work 260 Bellevue Avenue | Penndel, PA 19047 | 215-757-3379 brynerchevy.con
Discount for Parishioners ~ j#” Traditional Funerals ¢ Cremation Services S35 = i e

Pre-Planning and Pre-Paid Arrangements Available
Kevin J. DiabelKo, Supervisor

(all Norman Scherff-Parishioner

(215) 962-2862

WANTED
For Gas Station/Convenience Store
Located in Bensalem

267.907.3591 FREE ESTIMATES | FULLY INSURED

608 Philadelphia Ave., Trevose

CAPITAL KITCHEN REFACING, LLC ) s d Bl

-
#

Locall)llbl()wnedCFalmly Rr:m Bl{siness WALT GRAFF N $2 OFF Any Large Pizza
2e1a Sse_si 9_r;9%r2" MATT GRAFF 1161 FLORIDA AVE., BENSALEM, PA 19020 NKBA gy thie Thifsday, §
A. Brooks Construction, Inc. CALL TODAY AT DRIVE THE FUTURE
i —ap— 215-752-6145 for Bristol Township
Home of the & Neshaminy School District
i : « NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
$89'99 DI&gﬂ?ShC « PAID TRAINING
Roof Repair - BONUSES
and the Plumbing « WEEKENDS, SUMMERS & HOLIDAYS OFF

Bristol Township Neshaminy School District
LEVITTOWN LANGHORNE
(267) 599-2390 (215) 809-6263

=t |

Visit us atwww.ridesta.com to learn more and to apply.

Heating & A.C.

Drain Cleaning

Parishioner |Guaranteed Leak Repair

New Roofs & Gutters ¢ Roof & Gutter Repairs

Siding & Windows e Garage Door Installation/Repair
www.abrooksconstruction.com
099 St. Ephrem, Bensalem, PA (B)

Under Ground Plumbing

Family Owned for 50 Years
John Patrick Publishing Company Inc. 1.800.333.3166 « www.]ppc.net
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