5400 HULMEVILLE ROAD BENSALEM, PA 19020

RECTORY: 215-245-1698  SCHOOL: 215-639-9488 SCHOOL WEBSITE: SAINTEPHREMSCHOOL.COM
PARISH WEBSITE: WWW .STEPHREM.COM PARISH EMAIL: STEPHREM19020@GMAIL.COM

RECTORY HOURS: Monday through Saturday 9:00 am.-4:00 p.m.

MASS SCHEDULE
Vlgll Saturday 5:00PM (live streamed on YouTube) Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10230, 12:00PM, 4:00PM
Daily: 7:00 & 8:30 AM Saturday: 8:30 AM only
BAPTISMS: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month after 12 noon Mass. Call rectory to confirm.

WEDDINGS: Call the rectory to reserve your wedding & rehearsal at least 6 months prior to
your desired date to begin the Marriage preparation.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & HOMEBOUND: Call St. Mary Jane or the Rectory to
arrange communion to the sick & homebound as well as the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays: 4:00 to 4:45 PM  Confessions on Wednesdays after the 8:30 AM Mass.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Tuesdays 9:00 AM until 8:00 PM in the Convent Chapel.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: Weekly during 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass

PARISH REGISTRATION: A new parishioner may register in the parish by speaking with one of the priests in
the lobby of the church after one of the Sunday Masses or by calling a priest for an appointment. (215-245-1698).

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Michael G. Speziale, Pastor Sister Shaun Thomas Callahan, .LH.M., Principal
Rev. Msgr. Kenneth P. McAteer, Pastor Emeritus Sister Mary Jane Bransfield . H.M., 215-639-4332

Pastoral Minister to the Sick & Elderly
Ms. Shannon Donnelly, 215-639-4895, C.R.E., P.R.E.P.
Mr. Keith Tomson, 215-245-1698, Business Manager

Mr. Ronald Chancler, 267-679-6638
Liturgy and Music Coordinator

Rev. Stephen F. Katziner, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Timothy F. O’Sullivan, Parochial Vicar
Deacon James P. DeBow, Permanent Deacon

Deacon Edward J. Dymek, Retired Permanent Deacon



Saint Ephrem Church

Bensalem, Pennsylvania

December 17, 2023

Sunday, December 17~ Third Sunday of Advent

7:30 David McClellan
9:00 Jim Sinclair
10:30  Robert Guild, Sr.

12 noon For the St. Ephrem Parish Family
4:00 pm The Deceased Members of the Malizia Family

Monday, Decemper 18
7:00 Theresa DeCesare
8:30 For the Souls of the Faithful Departed

Tuesday, December 19

7:00 Mary Zorek

8:30 Edith Kernan

Wednesday, December 20

7:00 The Temple University Police Department
8:30 Anne (Majewski) Stinson

Thursday, December 21
7:00 AL & Liz Bruno
8:30 Dante Danesi

Friday, December 22
7:00 Thomas Janzer
8:30 James Conner

Saturday, December 23
8:30 am Michael Layden, Jr.

5:00 pm John J. Hooven
Sunday, December 24~ Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:30 For the St. Ephrem Parish Family
9:00 For the St. Ephrem Parish Family
10:30  For the St. Ephrem Parish Family

Christmas Eve

4:00 pm For the St. Ephrem Parish Family
6:00 pm For the St. Ephrem Parish Family
8:00 pm For the St. Ephrem Parish Family
12:00 am For the St. Ephrem Parish Family

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK PARISHIONERS,
FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Bruce Kniffin Fran Sliwinski Gilberta Rocha
Albert Cieplicki Bob Butler Charlie Takita
Carol Higgins Rose Schwegler Joe Waters

Dawn Whallen Scott Lehman Steven Infante
Cole Canning Bunny Kimo William Wiese
Edward Manzo IV Jim Serfass Ann Higgins

Marie Greway

Donna Young

Bob Cummins

Michael McGovern

Christine Mocarski

E.J. Richmond

Joe Evans

Beverly Blair

John Wiese

Sister Leonora Juliani

Thomas Balmater

Tom Collins

John Mack Joe Trucks Emily Gindele
Kimberly Pastor | Michael Christmann T.J. Collins
Tom Zmigrodski Rose Ancharski Vincent Chalela

Marita Kelly Joshua & Eva Kusinski | Genevieve Rynkiewicz

Dennis Haug

Catherine, Samuel P.
& Samuel Gabriele

Baby Isabella
Catherine Luszczak

Jackie Carolan Celeste Kirk Patricia McGovern
Charles Sanford Ann Golden Kass Quinn
Craig Cummons Diane Wood Touria Najibi

. . . Sophia Mary Claire Elizabeth

Maria Girgonis Wilkinson Wilkinson

Baptisms

. Baptisms are held the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month

. right after the 12 noon Mass. Please contact one of the
priests to make arrangements. Parents must attend a

. Pre-Jordan class prior to their child's Baptism. Pre-Jordan :

: is held the 1st Monday of each month at 7:00 PM in

Church.

Pre-registration for Pre-Jordan is required.
Register for Pre-Jordan by calling 215-245-1698.

Instagram
@stephremcatholic

@)
f,
=

Facebook
Saint Ephrem Catholic, Bensalem, PA

YouTube
Saint Ephrem Bensalem

Welcome Our Newly Baptized Members!

Avery Moore~ Daughter of Jennifer
Alice Luffman~ Daughter of Jessica & Daniel
Amelia Liaw~ Daughter of Jessa & Jeffrey
Sheamus McGovern~ Son of Meghan & John
Ridge Taylor-Tiffany~ Son of Summer & Shane

099 St. Ephrem




What’s Going on This Week at St. Ephrem!

Bingo at St. Ephrem!

Bingo is played every Sunday
at 7:00pm in the cafeteria!
Door's open at 5:00pm!

Admission is $10.
Adults 18+ only.

1475405175

{f! 23376070
***NO BINGO 12/24/23 or 12/31/23.***

Join us 1/7/2024!

Altar Server Schedule

Saturday Evening (December 23)
5:00 pm Mackenzie Huggard, Abigail Viola

Sunday (December 24)
7:30 am Lyla Buchinsky, Alice Takita

9:00 am Abigail Roberto, Julianna Rubin
10:30am Michael Burns, Matthew Hartman
12 Noon NO MASS

"0 00000000000 OCOCFCONOGIONOGOSNOSNOIO
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Collection Corner

In addition to the Sunday Envelope collection,
Online Giving has been growing as an important
component of Church support.

2023-2024 Sunday Envelope & Online Giving Budget
Goal: $1,000,000

Sunday Envelope & Online Budget Goal: $19,230.00
Weekend of 12/2 & 12/3 Envelope & Online Actual: $23,352.00
Surplus or (Shortfall): +$4,122.00
Signing up for online giving is easy. If you are
interested in Online Giving, please visit our website
http://www.stephrem.com and select the Give tab.

Thank you, Fr. Mike

SEC students are enjoying the advent season!
On December 6th, St. Nicholas visited SEC and
left treats in our shoes! We also celebrated the

Immaculate Conception on December 8th
with School Mass and our IHM Sisters
renewed their vows on their feast day!

God is good!

099 St. Ephrem



A Message from Fr. Mike: "Rejoice in Reconciliation! Times to Help & Hang Out!"

Friends,

We see the lighting of the 3rd candle of Advent - the rose colored one!
Gaudete Sunday - a Latin word meaning Rejoice!

Rejoice in Reconciliation!

This Wednesday, December 20th at 7:00pm, please join us for confession &
our Advent Penance Service in the main church!

Extra Confession Time - Saturday, December 23 from 3:00pm - 4:45pm %.\‘ e

Times to Help!

2nd Annual St Ephrem Golf Outing will be on May 4, 2024.
We need you to make it as successful as the first golf outing. We raised over $24,000!
Volunteers, sponsors and golfers are needed for this fun exciting day.
Please join us for a golf outing informational meeting for volunteers and golfers on
Monday, January 8, 2024 at 6:30pm in the Marian Center if interested!
Any questions can be sent to Dan Bones at Bskibones@Verizon.net

Times to Hang Out!

Annual Polish Dinner - Saturday, January 6th from 6pm-10pm in the cafeteria!
Tickets available at rectory & back of church! $25/adult; $10/child.

SEC Comedy Night - Saturday, January 13th from 6pm-10pm at the Crystal Room on 12275 Townsend Rd.
21+over. Proceeds benefit St. Ephrem CYO.
50 tickets left, contact Brian Morris to purchase tickets at 215-356-0297 or email morrisbrian1022@gmail.com

God bless!
Fr. Mike

The 4th Sunday of Advent Masses will be celebrated on:
Saturday, December 23 at 5:00pm & Sunday, December 24 at 7:30am, 9:00am, & 10:30am.
There will be NO 12 noon Mass on Sunday, December 24!
The morning Masses on Sunday, December 24th will have no music. They will be quiet Masses.

1.

Schedule of

Christmas
Masses

Christmas Masses will be celebrated on:
Sunday, December 24 at 4:00pm (Children's Mass), 6:00pm, & 8:00pm
Monday, December 25 at 12:00am (Midnight Mass), 8:00am, 10:00am, & 12:00pm.

3 099 St. Ephrem



SAVE THE DATE!

Our annual ‘Living Nativity’ will be on Thursday,

December 21st in Church. Make plans to join us as

we begin our joyous celebration of the Lord’s birth!

o

REMEMBERING OUR NEIGHBORS IN
NURSING HOMES AND HOSPITALS -
WITH A CHRISTMAS CARD

Please drop a Christmas card in the box in the
vestibule of the church. The box is marked
"CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR OUR NEIGHBORS IN
NURSING HOMES AND HOSPITALS."

You can write a short message on the card, for
example, “Thinking of you at Christmas”, “God bless
you”, Merry Christmas”, or another message. Please

sign your first name (last name is optional).
unteers will put the names of the patients on the
envelopes.

ot include any monetary gifts or gift cards.
ful cards will brighten their holidays.

Thank you!

Golf Outing Meeting
Second Annual St Ephrem Golf Outing May 4, 2024.

We need you to make it as successful as the first golf
outing. We raised over $24,000! Volunteers, sponsors and
golfers are needed for this fun exciting day.

Please join us for this informational meeting for
volunteers and golfers. The meeting will be on Monday,
1-8-2024, 6:30 at the Marian Center.

Any questions can be sent to Dan Bones at
Bskibones@Verizon.net.

| BESI |

Advent

| EVER |

Dive into the Greatest Story
Ever Told this Advent

Sign up today at
DynamicCatholic.com/Advent.html

Event: You are Not Alone: Supporting Those with
Mental Health Strugeles

Saturday, January 27, 2024 — 9:15am-~2:30pm

It is estimated that one in five adults in the U.S. lives with a
mental illness. Among children and teens, the numbers are
increasing dramatically. This means that every parish and
church institution has many members who suffer in this
way, and often in silence. This workshop is designed to give
parish leaders, as well as family members and friends,
practical tools to help you support those who experience
mental health struggles.

Speaker: Dave Eckert, Intersect Network
Location: St. Cecilia Parish Auditorium, Philadelphia

Register: https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=dFwo6c

Sponsored by: Office for the New Evangelization and Office
for Persons with Disabilities of the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia

Got Baskets?

The 25th Anniversary Chance & Auction
committee is in need of empty baskets to help with
our fundraiser in April 2024.

We are looking to create 70-80 raffle baskets, and
would greatly appreciate any donations that would
assist in that effort.

If you have any baskets that you’re willing to
donate to the church for this purpose, please drop
them off at the at the SCRIP Office during normal
business hours. Thank you!

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND -
LENT, 2024

Please join us on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land
March 1-10, 2024, with Fr. John Szada, priest of the
Diocese of Harrisburg. Join us as we travel to
Bethlehem, Jericho, Cana, Nazareth, Galilee, Mount

Tabor, Jerusalem & more.

Pricing includes: Basic Tour and Guided Sightseeing,
Round-trip International Airfare, Entrance Fees,
First Class Hotels, Daily Breakfast and Dinner,
Deluxe Motor coaches, Hotel Gratuities and More!
Price from Philadelphia is $4196. Other departure
cities available. Please call for price. For more

information or to register, please visit
www.QoHtours.com or call 1-800-213-4295

The Calix Society, a support group for addicts &
families affected by addiction, meets the 1st & 3rd
Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm.
Hosted by Queen of the Universe, Levittown

4 (2nd floor, parish center) 099 St. Ephrem




MAGGIE VELEK

No Nonsense Just Results

Re/Max Realty
Services
Cell-215-805-1611
Office-215-245-2100 we
maggiev@maggievelek.net

Parishioner

It's a sellers’ market and inventory is needed!
If you are wondering what your home is worth in this
market, call me for a free evaluation right away!

A
RE/MAY

YAy Erie Vowms Funenal) Homes

A Insurance Family Owned and Operated Since 1939
AUTO « HOME
LIFE « BUSINESS

9708 Frankford Ave. 1514 Woodbourne Rd. 1428 E. Columbia Ave.

Phila., PA 19114 Levittown, PA 19057 Phila., PA 19125

_ Steplhen GaRnon (Southof GrantAve)  (NexttoKof CHall (At Frankiord Ave)

HE GANNON INSURANCE AGENCY 215-637-1414 215-547-3040 215-634-6858
VLI AR Gerard | Buns, Supv.— Lisa Burns Campbel, Supv.— Joseoh | Burns, Supv.

Bensalem, PA 19020

Allbrook Plumbing Company
www.AllbrookPlumbing.com
Please Check Out Our Website for
Money Saving Specials!

ALLBROOK 215-990.7879 - Bensatem, P

PA Lic#RCC508 « PA HIC#118447

AL

Francis X. Givnish, Jr.
Supervisor

James T. Meyers Timothy J. Meyers

Funeral Director Funeral Director

1770 Brown Avenue - Bensalem, PA 19020
215-639-1147 - www.hmgfh.com

Two Locations:
3328 Bristol Road * Bensalem, PA 19020

215-639-3939 Any Catering Order Two 16inch Pizzas & 2 Liter Soda
304 Bristol Pike (Croydon Shopping Center) Croydon PA 27 -
215-788-2848
PIZZA PIZZA

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

sy GIVNISH

You know about our Reputation,
Services & Facilities.
Now, know us for Affordability. .

Funerals from {84
$195/Month '

1-800-GIVNISH
www.lifecelebration.com

*** BIAISIE.

A Keystone STAR 4 Program servin

websi:D@NSalembase.com

750:3356 | ¢

Order online: WWW.Ssara ppOSpiZZ& .com

IBE KINDNESS!

(215) 891-9990 www.burnsfuneralhome.com
STOKES MASONRY | .
CONCRETE -
BRICK & BLOCK WORK ( —
BRICK PAVERS ’ : Suppogt
SPONSORS |

O =],

i

* Wealth Management for Life y

1000 Easton Road

Willow Grove, PA 19090
Kyle P. Jennings

Wealth Advisor

“Specializes in accumulating, perserving,
enjoying, and transferring wealth”

P: 215-657-8600
C: 267-322-0566
kjennings@retire-yes.com
www.retire-yes.com

catholicmaich’
Pennsylvcnio %

CatholicMatch.com/datePA
~Qwned and Operated by the Sarappo Family since 2005~
10% OFF $23.99

FARLY S  SUATEL SRR et B AT

~available at either location~

Residential & Commercial
1909 Meadowbrook Rd.
Feasterville PA 19053
267-255-6020

~available at either location~

Mallory s Army
sfoundation

United Together InThe | ©
Fight Against Bullying...|
Don't Just Teach Kindness...

A

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

Before & After School Explorers

Before & after care for elementary-age children provided in the Bensalem School District.
ensalem since 1994. Also, we have a fun-filled full day
Summer Camp for K-7th graders, held at Valley Elementary.

WE ARE HIRING! We are looking for warm, energetic staff to work with elementary age children in a fun, enriching environment.

i
Office: 2075 Byberry Road, Ste. 102 Bensalem 215-244-4014

It's easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY
to 22828 to get started.

L]

basement waterproofing

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Setvice

French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

215-639-8500

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

basestar4@gmail.com

099 St. Ephrem, Bensalem, PA (3)

John Patrick Publishing Company Inc. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net



Install, Design,

| (215) 281 9656 | Service, Repairs Working Owner

1 & Maintenag ‘- -
; Interior & Exterior Painting | A " 7 ’ oty
I Wallpapering & Scraping |

: Pressure Washing
IFREE Estimates *Honest & Rellablel HVAC -RE ‘ ERATION

PATRICK J, FOV [ ) o [

................. MechanicalMonsterHVAC.com
Dan Shurdich Office: (215) 752-0560 g
Owner Fax: (215) 752-0561 2200 TRENTON ROAD i (/$\d

x.,_-.. -

Member of Parish Cell (267) 228-5718
| “LEVITTOWN, PA 19056
PUBLIC ADJUSTER = '

Adjusting Your Insurance Claims Is Our Top Priority! www.dougher tyfuneralhome.com:-“-' Si 1972
1nce

2436 Bristol Road * Bensalem | www.SummitPublicAdjusters.com 2 1 5_943_7240 Kathryn E. Morales, §
Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!
Since 1898 INSTALLATION & REPAIR
Roofing Repair & M e
W Oo/ DISCOUNT ON
*
267-243-8039 0 B U R IAI. S PACE
864 Bristol Pike (Rt. 13)  Bensalem, PA 19020 e
Joan Fluehr, Owner « Robert J. Mahan, Supervisor Stev Pe ,S
Crematory on Premises COLLISION o 1, s ot s ok e 3 Cnn e Bt 10 ot s e .
www.fluehrfh.com PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com
FAMILY OWNED & O OPERATED FOR 45 YEARS

Residential & Commercial « Serving all of PA and NJ - Licensed and Bonded by the Insurance Department
215-639-3130 Family owned & operated / Al’s Group Roofing
Residential/Commercial
GUTTERS, SIDING, WINDOWS, SKYLIGHTS
Only location in Bucks County 215.302.9379 RESURRECTION
o AUTOMOTIVE ° °
Pre-Arranged Funerals * Traditional Funerals S
*Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery. See location
Lou 5\
kL \Nu‘\l ARy

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community

‘Wﬁere the service is UAYBeet-Able Welcome Vo LU NTE E R
Full Service Deli * Famously Fresh'Produce' to Our Church!

Homemade Meals ¢ Catering In-StorelBakery -

Seasonal Garden Center » Weekly Deals * Holiday Dinners

2450 Bristol Pike
Bensalem, PA 19020 www.LousFarmMart.com

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

Neighboring Parishioner " s

ETHINK
EBUILD

QUQICE

$3500ff

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

WATERPROOFING SOLUTIONS
BASEMENT

communily can overcome anylbing

- FREE in home evaluations WATE RPROO FI N G
Rt LD INREISEY FOUNDATION REPAIR
1.888.900.8883 || F R E Ecomuono MOLD REMEDIATION

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com E

f-state 4 1-888-5DRY-TECH
STAIRL*FTS www.DryTechCorp.com

099 St. Ephrem, Bensalem PA (1) John Patrick Publishing Company Inc. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net
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In Business Since 1945

PRE-ARRANGED FUNERALS 2207 Bristol Pike (at Simons Ave.) Bensalem, PA  www.tomlinsonfh.com

—
g Hardsca

qi t_G'r,(')unds‘Management

GO

TOMLINSON FUNERAL HOME, PC.

Robert M. Tomlinson, Supervisor

639-0422

Gregory Dental Associates, P.C.

Christina A. Gregory, DMD
Archdiocesan Member

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry
2218 Bristol Pike + Bensalem, PA 19020

pmg Landscape Design

Kf_ C 1()
Family

215-752-9080
Plumbing ¢ Heating
Oil Burner Service

Pharmacy

i v

' Copstructionp

211 5-431-4195

wwwiTheGrassGroomers:com

www.keseifert.com

215-639-6133

hristopher Memorials
amily Owned & Operated Since 1915

SEANIMCDONALD KYLE ARMSTRONG

Owner, Parishioner, CYO Couch Owner, Parishioner Cemetery Monuments
= mm B A Pharmacy that cares for you! Markers & Mausoleums
& o= On Site Lettering & Cleaning

2217 Bristol Pike - Suite 2
Bensalem, PA 19020
tel 215.639.6680

www.ricciofamilypharmacy.com

Charles DeChristopher, Jr.
5004 Hulmeville Road
Bensalem, PA 19020

(215) 638-9004

charles@dechristopherbros.com

1 hG p

For ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS *1
3 o\© \\

W

Free Delivery g www.dechristopherbros.com
KELLER We Accept Scrip NAMI O'Ifs E&é%h& County

If you or someone you know struggles with Depression, Bipolar Disorder, OCD,
Anxiety, PTSD, Schizophrenia, BPD, Co-occuring mental illness and substance abuse

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU! I,I ﬂ m I

* Attend Our FREE Support Groups and/or Forums
Mational Alliance on Merdal lliness

Joe Cunningham
Associate Broker

215-327-1776 (cell)

joecsellsne@gmail.com : o T E—
Diocese Memben 86 99-NA 6264

Customer Loyalty Program

*Take Our FREE Education Classes
(Starting in the Fall)

Parishioner

Keller Williams Real Estate
1917 Welsh Rd.
Philadelphia, PA 19115

MASONR James O. Bradley Funeral Home Inc. S RYNER
* Brick CHEVROLET

« Conerete ~ FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED ~ dy B

* Complete Chimney Work 260 Bellevue Avenue | Penndel, PA 19047 | 215-757-3379 brynerchevy.con
Discount for Parishioners ~ j#” Traditional Funerals ¢ Cremation Services S35 = i e

Pre-Planning and Pre-Paid Arrangements Available
Kevin J. DiabelKo, Supervisor

(all Norman Scherff-Parishioner

(215) 962-2862

WANTED
For Gas Station/Convenience Store
Located in Bensalem

267.907.3591 FREE ESTIMATES | FULLY INSURED

608 Philadelphia Ave., Trevose

CAPITAL KITCHEN REFACING, LLC ) s d Bl

-
#

Locall)llbl()wnedCFalmly Rr:m Bl{siness WALT GRAFF N $2 OFF Any Large Pizza
2e1a Sse_si 9_r;9%r2" MATT GRAFF 1161 FLORIDA AVE., BENSALEM, PA 19020 NKBA gy thie Thifsday, §
A. Brooks Construction, Inc. CALL TODAY AT DRIVE THE FUTURE
i —ap— 215-752-6145 for Bristol Township
Home of the & Neshaminy School District
i : « NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
$89'99 DI&gﬂ?ShC « PAID TRAINING
Roof Repair - BONUSES
and the Plumbing « WEEKENDS, SUMMERS & HOLIDAYS OFF

Bristol Township Neshaminy School District
LEVITTOWN LANGHORNE
(267) 599-2390 (215) 809-6263

=t |

Visit us atwww.ridesta.com to learn more and to apply.

Heating & A.C.

Drain Cleaning

Parishioner |Guaranteed Leak Repair

New Roofs & Gutters ¢ Roof & Gutter Repairs

Siding & Windows e Garage Door Installation/Repair
www.abrooksconstruction.com
099 St. Ephrem, Bensalem, PA (B)

Under Ground Plumbing

Family Owned for 50 Years
John Patrick Publishing Company Inc. 1.800.333.3166 « www.]ppc.net
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